
Excerpts on hunting rights in the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 

and the Fort Bridger Treaty of 1863 

 

Treaty of Fort Laramie with Sioux, Etc., 1851  

Sept. 17, 1851. 11 Stats., p. 749.  

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at Fort Laramie, in the Indian Territory, between D. D. 

Mitchell, superintendent of Indian affairs, and Thomas Fitzpatrick, Indian agent, commissioners 

specially appointed and authorized by the President of the United States, of the first part, and the 

chiefs, headmen, and braves of the following Indian nations, residing south of the Missouri 

River, east of the Rocky Mountains, and north of the lines of Texas and New Mexico, viz, the 

Sioux or Dahcotahs, Cheyennes, Arrapahoes, Crows. Assinaboines, Gros-Ventre Mandans, and 

Arrickaras, parties of the second part, on the seventeenth day of September, A. D. one thousand 

eight hundred and fifty-one.*  

ARTICLE 5. 

. . . 

The territory of the Cheyennes and Arrapahoes, commencing at the Red Bute, or the place where 

the road leaves the north fork of the Platte River; thence up the north fork of the Platte River to 

its source; thence along the main range of the Rocky Mountains to the head-waters of the 

Arkansas River; thence down the Arkansas River to the crossing of the Santa Fé road; thence in a 

northwesterly direction to the forks of the Platte River, and thence up the Platte River to the 

place of beginning.  

It is, however, understood that, in making this recognition and acknowledgement, the aforesaid 

Indian nations do not hereby abandon or prejudice any rights or claims they may have to other 

lands; and further, that they do not surrender the privilege of hunting, fishing, or passing over 

any of the tracts of country heretofore described.  

 

Treaty with the Eastern Shoshoni, 1863. (Fort Bridger) 

Treaty between the United States of America and the Eastern Bands of Shoshonee Indians. 

Concluded July 2, 1863; Ratification advised, with amendment, March 7, 1864; Amendment 

assented to August 31, 1865; Proclaimed June 7, 1869.  

 

ARTICLE V.  



The United States being aware of the inconvenience resulting to the Indians in consequence of 

the driving away and destruction of game along the routes travelled by whites, and by the 

formation of agricultural and mining settlements, are willing to fairly compensate them for the 

same; [therefore] and in consideration of the preceding  

stipulations, the United States promise and agree to pay to the bands of the Shoshonee nation, 

parties hereto, annually for the term of twenty years, the sum of ten thousand dollars, in such 

articles as the President of the United States may deem suitable to their wants and condition, 

either as hunters or herdsmen. And the said bands of the Shoshonee nation hereby acknowledge 

the reception of the said stipulated annuities, as a full compensation and equivalent for the loss of 

game, and the rights and privileges hereby conceded.  

 


